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"Dr. Sun worked hard and loyally to fuse the inchoate elements of dis-
affection brought into existence by Manchu misgovernment, and to give the
whole reform movement a purely constitutional form, in the earnest hope
of raising his wretched country out of the Slough of Despond in which it
was and is sinking deeper daily."
In reference to Sun's reform memorial to the Governor of Chihli
the same paper said, "it had as much effect as a volume of sermons
thrown among a shoal of sharks".48
For a Chinese to turn against the Son of Heaven was, indeed,
drastic but, in spite of the elaborate ceremony and almost sacred
atmosphere which surrounded the Dragon Tlirone, the Chinese
believed, from very early times, that the person of the Emperor
was not sacrosanct. There are three sayings of Mencius which Sun
Yat-sen quoted in justification of his revolt:'"The most important
element (in a nation) is the people; the spirits of the land and grain
come next; the sovereign is the least5',47 and "Heaven sees thrfmgh
the people's eyes; Heaven hears through the people's ears".48 The
third saying relates to the Emperor Chou, the last of the Shang
dynasty (1766 B.C.-1122 B.C.) who was notorious for cruelty and
lust. He was slain by a vassal and Mencius was asked if this act
of regicide was right morally. He replied, "I have heard it said
that the fellow Chou has been murdered, but I never heard it said
that the monarch had been killed".49
The revolutionists made plans for a rising which might have
sufficient success to unite the malcontents. Their first objective
was the yam$n of the provincial government of Canton. This might
be captured by a few determined men. Success would give them
arms and probably win -over what soldiers the government had in
the province. With Canton in their hands the revolutionists could
reasonably hope other provinces would join them till the revolt
spread northwards threatening Peking itself.
The plotters started an organisation in Canton called The Scientific
Agricultural Association. Some of them were known already as
enthusiasts for scientific innovations and this Association enabled
them to work without arousing undue suspicion. A sub-office was
opened in Hongkong, as a shop, and from there they set about the
difficult task of getting anas, ammunition and recruits. Money was
raised by every member giving what he could. Lu Hao-tung, Sun's
"doctrinal friend*% sold some land he owned and his wife's jewels,
giving all the proceeds to the cause. The revolutionists bought a
few rifles, six hundred pistols, dynamite and even some scissors with